44                  FROM PATJUS TO  ATHENS.

that the venerable bard had in this instance
exhibited more of patriotic sentiment than of
that profound appreciation of nature which
characterises his poetry more than any other
existing. Many Skiddaws would not make one
Parnassus in bulk; and in perfection of outline
and beauty of position there can Htill loss bo a
comparison between them, The Knglfah moun-
tains are indeed worthy of all love and honour;
they may boast oven a characteristics beauty of
their own,, different in kind from that of the
Alps, the Apennines, and the Greek Highland**:
their sylvan slopes and pastoral valloys ranged
over by pacific herds, and thick-set with orchards,
gardens, and happy homesteads, touch the heart
with a deep moral pathos ; and the small scale
of the scenery often gives a peculiar beauty of
detail to the woody and indented coast against
which the ripple of the lake bursts, breaking its
bubble upon briar and bramble; but HO far
as sublimity or the severer order of beauty is
concerned, they can enter into no comparison
with the mountains of the south. The difference